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INTRODUCTION

In obedience to the Constitution of our Republicalve the honor, for the fifth time, to
report to you on the state of our nation. Firshamage to God Almighty, by whose
Supreme Will we are guided, and to the memory efderished Liberian leaders and
citizens who have passed from this life, | ask ttwat join me in observing a moment of
silence.

Mr. Speaker, Honorable Members of the LegislatWhile carrying out fully my
constitutional responsibility, for this year's AraluMessage, | have decided to do things
a little differently. You have before you a longdetailed version of the Message to this
Honorable Body, which you can peruse at your leisand which your staff can
download from the Executive Mansion Website. Inititerest of time, | will present a
more concise statement, in which | highlight thganpolicies and achievements of this
Administration. | will also address some of theltdr@yes and pressing issues
confronting the nation, as we chart the way forward

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Honorable Legislators, let me express my thanksagpaeciation for the spirit of
cooperation that exists between the Executive Bramecl this Honorable Body, as we
join forces in bringing peace and prosperity to wation and its people.

We commend you for enacting into law several pietdsgislation significant to
achieving our development goals under the PoveetjuRtion Strategy (PRS). We are
pleased to state that out of 26 legislative insents submitted by my Office to your
Honorable Body during its Fourth Session of thedbPegislature, 21 have been enacted
into law, and 5 are being deliberated upon in Coite@miRooms. We are also pleased to
recall that 10 pieces of legislation submittednis Honorable Body in previous years
were also enacted into law, for a total of 31 pseaklegislation enacted into law during
the period under review. Several of them, signifitda our PRS program, include: An
Act to establish the Land Commission; the Publitahice Management Act; An Act to
establish the Liberia Airport Authority; the Amendnt to the Independent National
Commission on Human Rights Act; and an Act Estabiig the Liberia Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (LEITI). Agairexpress my sincere gratitude for your
cooperation as these laws are putting in placaradwork for our future prosperity.

Honorable Legislators, we ask your usual coopemndto the enactment of proposed
pieces of legislation still pending before you, efhhave significant implications for the
achievement of our goal of national renewal andHerprotection of our people. These
include: the Investment Incentive Act of 2009; thiernational Convention against
Doping in Sports; three Mineral Development Agrertadetween the Government of
Liberia and AmLib United Minerals for operations Rivercess, Grand Gedeh and
Montserrado Counties; the Code of Conduct for RUBérvants Act; and an Act to
Amend Title 2, Criminal Procedure Law, as enshrimedolume 1 of the Liberian Code
of Law Revised.

As we move into the Fifth Session of the 52nd Uagise and the fifth year of this
Administration, let us endeavor to keep the patbuiodevelopment agenda steady, in the
interest of our people. In this vein, we will bébmuitting to your Honorable Body, for



enactment, several proposed Acts intended to eelthegrogress and tackle the
challenges under the Poverty Reduction Strateggsdinclude: An Act Amending the
Public Procurement and Concessions Act of 2005@hérmonize the New Mining and
Mineral Law and Petroleum Law with the PPCA; An AeitCreate the National Bureau
of Concessions; the Liberian Law Reform Commis#iot) the National Security
Reform & Intelligence Act; An Act to amend Sub-ctapC of the Domestic Relation
Law of Liberia 1956 & 1976 relating to AdoptiongtiNational Insurance Commission
Act; and the Amendment to the Insurance Act of 1973

Others Concession Agreements that will be finatigatuded and submitted for your
ratification are: Putu Iron Ore Mining Ltd.; BHPIBDN Iron Ore; Elenilto Minerals and
Mining Ltd. for the Western Cluster; and the 2nd é&mment to the China Union (Hong
Kong) Mining Co., Ltd. and China Union Investmehibfria) Bong Mines Co. Ltd.

| will also submit to your Honorable Body, for casesration and enactment, an Act to
amend the Act providing for Retirement Pensiontlier President & Vice President, the
Speaker & Deputy Speaker of the House of Repretpestathe President Pro Tempore
of the Liberian Senate & Members of the Nationajjiciture, the Chief Justice &
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court and Juddgsbordinate Courts of Record,
Cabinet Ministers, Deputy & Assistant Ministers, tilgers of Autonomous
Commissions, Ambassadors and other Senior Offiol{Sovernment, including
Superintendents of Counties; and legislations foeEMoribund State-Owned
Enterprises (SOESs).

During your period of recess, we issued 5 Execufiveers in the interest of the public to
meet emergencies or to correct particular situati@xecutive Order No.18, represented
an extension of Executive Order No. 7, on Estabiishi of Liberia Macroeconomic
Policy Analysis Capacity Building Project (LIMPACEXxecutive Order No. 19,
provided for an extension of Executive Order NoohlSuspension of Tariff on Rice;
Executive Order No. 20, established a Law Reforrm@dssion; Executive Order No.
21, amended Executive Order No. 20; and ExecutideONo. 22, provides for the
protection of Whistleblowers.

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pempore, when the Oath of Office
was administered to me during my inauguration arudey 16, 2006, | committed myself
to the protection and preservation of our natiamiggrity, a goal which | hold dear,
especially to our people and our internationalrpas.

On this path, our Administration, for the last fguars, has taken many strong initiatives
toward actualizing this objective. Appropriate @e®f legislation enacted and published
into handbills, include: the Anti-Corruption Conssion; the Liberia Extractive
Industries and Transparency Initiative (LEITI), wihimonitors transparency and
accountability of revenue realized and the perforoezof concessions from the
extractive industry. On the initiative of the Adnstration, revenue from the forestry
sector has also been added in the LEITI revenueatarorg mechanism.



Amongst the several legislations and concessiopeagents that will be submitted to
your Honorable Body for enactment, the one conedigrofound and relevant to
achieving our objective of national integrity ietiWhistleblower Protection Act.

This Act, when enacted, will encourage the parétign of every citizen in the fight
against corruption; provide for the manner in whiathividuals may, in the public
interest, disclose information that relates thewflil or other illegal conduct of corrupt
practices of others; provide for the protectioniagfavictimization and retaliation of
persons who make those disclosures; and provide fiond to reward individuals who
make the disclosures. This Act will be a poweré@dltin the fight against corruption.
Honorable Legislators, you have acted on the vaportant legislation, the “Act to set
the Threshold to Reapportion Constituencies througthe Republic of Liberia,”
popularly referred to as the Threshold Bill. | wambe clear that | am just as anxious as
you and the public for the passing of the Thresi@ld But | would be less than
responsible if | did not point out to you the camsences of setting the threshold at a
level that threatens the development which we hatle worked so hard to promote.
Mr. Vice President and President of the Senatearik you for your continued loyalty
and dedication, for the strong support and assistgou continue to give me in the
discharge of my functions, taking from my should®meny of the duties that come with
governing a nation — responsibilities that inclimeestment promotion, program
monitoring, international representation, and gmotution of disputes.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro Tempore, | applaedénewed leadership you bring to
this legislative process, and seek your continuwexgperation in the passage of
legislations and instruments of ratification to raamur national agenda and our nation
forward.

VISION

Honorable Legislators, our vision for Liberia, enshd in our Poverty Reduction
Strategy, remains unswerving and unambiguous. labsmwant to build a new nation
that is peaceful, secure and prosperous, with deatio@nd accountable governance
based on the rule of law and with abundant employraed other economic
opportunities. Our critical objective, over the hexo years of this Administration, is to
continue on an irreversible path toward this gtahchieve rapid, inclusive and
sustainable growth and development; to build thpacties of and provide new
opportunities for Liberia’s greatest asset — itsgde; to establish responsible institutions
of justice, human rights and governance. This rsvigion and our commitment which
can only be achieved when the majority of our peaplare in the vision and are willing
to participate positively and constructively in fh@cesses of reform and change.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

Mr. Speaker, Honorable Legislators, we have coe@a@ way in our journey to
economic reconstruction and national renewal. lsetefiect on where we have come
from as a nation. Just five years ago, this cowvay little more than a shell, devastated
by war, an economy in ruins, lacking any real ptgisinfrastructure, an international
pariah and inhabited by a people worn down by desadl conflict. In 2006 we launched
the Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy, a 180-dalywdrable program. In April 2008,

we launched an even more aggressive three-yea®{2001) development agenda under



the full-fledged Poverty Reduction Strategy or ftlifberia” Agenda. This development
plan was drawn up, not simply by the Governmemonrovia, but by the whole
people of Liberia. Through meetings throughoutlémgth and breadth of this land, our
citizens made clear their priorities and from tig plan was formed. For the first time
in Liberian history, we have a road map for ouufatthat was truly laid by the people of
this great nation themselves. The wisdom of theti#n people is such that our
development partners endorsed this plan as thepbestription for laying a solid
foundation to reduce the suffering of our peopletigh rapid, sustainable and inclusive
economic growth.

In doing so, we were very mindful that the declamel destruction experienced by our
country for more than 30 years would not be futldieessed in three or six years. Thus
we said quite clearly in our Inaugural Address anuary 16, 2006, and | quote: “Our
economy has collapsed due to the several civillmsfind economic mismanagement
by successive governments. The task of reconstifutiir devastated economy is
awesome for which there will be no quick fix”. Hoable Legislators, there is no magic
wand to transform our nation from destruction togperity. The success we are able to
make in bringing development to our people will elegh upon the participation and
support of all Liberians. ‘Papa’ cannot come backnk in happiness if he never leaves
his house.

Development is, by definition and practice, a skowd continuing process. But look at us
now four years on. We are putting in place thedig-blocks to construct a peaceful,
secure and prosperous nation: by rebuilding andiretg the armed forces and police,
we are on the way to making our country safe aghnough sound management of the
economy, we have doubled investment into the cguatrd more than halved our
national debt burden — meaning we will have a featgr ability to create jobs and
provide services in the future; by setting up aniA&lorruption Commission and
reorganizing the General Auditing Commission, weehdemonstrated our resolve to
stamp out corruption; we have brought lights, watet basic sanitation service to the
Capital City for the first time in 14 years and are¢he process of bringing them to the
rest of the country.

Indeed, we have laid the foundation that will eedimat the sufferings and miseries of
our people are adequately addressed. Let me thaaklnany of the elements of the
foundation that have been laid are buttressed éynidny policy and strategy documents
that have been finalized.

Pillar I: Peace and Security

Under the Peace and Security Pillar, we have psafeally trained an inclusive new
Armed Forces of Liberia numbering more than 2000s Tncludes an engineering
company capable of complementary and emergencyt®fiehich | have mandated to
speedily move to battalion strength to ensuredbiainew army contributes to our
nations’ development. We have renovated severadmbajrracks — the Barclay Training
Center in Monrovia which now houses the MinistryDaffense, the Camp Tubman
Military Barracks in Gbarnga, the Camp Edward Bimyaesselly Barracks in Sheifflin,
and the Camp Sando Ware in Careysburg. We have ttorants of continuing training



support from the United States and China and franststerly West African States of
Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone. The Af@ocanmand of the United States
Army has sent 64 US Marine “mentors” to build upbe training previously provided by
U.S. Defense Contractors further increasing thieilgaof our nation, as we begin the
transition from the support we have received fernrany years from our partners
UNMIL.

We will, on Armed Forces Day, February 11, activht Liberian Coast Guard Unit with
an initial strength of 40 persons who have bedndthin the United States. They will
have a mandate to improve the security of our daasind control smuggling and illegal
fishing.

Our police force has been significantly strengtlieVée have trained 434 members of
the Liberia National Police at the reactivated @kcademy and established a
professionally trained Emergency Response UniB@f Phoving toward the target of
300, and a Police Special Unit of 148 moving towtheltarget of 600 by the end of this
year.

The Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization isreatly undergoing training and has
established 10 border patrols to meet our targéBgfatrols in 6 counties. A program of
enhancement is under review for the Fire Service .HAle established the National
Bureau of Veteran Affairs to serve the men and womko dedicated their lives to
military service, and we are moving to appoint@wunty Coordinators that will address
the need of Veterans in our rural areas. The rangarase load of 7,388 under our
DDRR program has been successfully concluded andribgram brought to closure.

We have tried to respond to the concerns of the whb were disbanded in 2005 by
paying arrears of US$4.1 million, including US$ZXXK) to AFL Widows. Any further
assistance to them must be directed at job anurigaopportunities as a means of
sustained benefits.

Pillar II: Economic Revitalization

Under our Economic Revitalization Pillar, we haehiaved a growth rate averaging 7.4
percent over the past four years, transformingegonomy for the future. We have
created jobs, attracted huge levels of investnamd,built a platform for our future
prosperity — banks have reopened in our townsresources are being put to work for
the people of Liberia, and construction is expagdapidly. All this has been achieved
despite the impact of the 2008/2009 global econaetession which has impacted us,
just as it has all other nations.

We have reduced inherited external debt arrearghwiere unprecedented across the
globe when compared to our national wealth, fron$4$ billion to US$1.7 billion and
we expect the bulk of this remaining debt will loegiven when we reach the HIPC
Completion Point at mid-year. We are pleased thatihcludes the buy-back of all but a
small amount of commercial debt of US$1.6 billiarBaents on the dollar. We have, in
short, escaped the economic burden of our pastiraed ourselves for a better future. In
short, though still riddled with the economic aridey burdens of the past, we are coping
effectively and laying a sound foundation for atéetuture.

Our budget has increased from the US$80 millionndheok office, to over US$370
million, and we have maintained the fiscal disciplof a cash-based expenditure regime.



Budgets and fiscal reports and procurement corsticzet made available for public
review and discussion.

The net foreign reserves position of the CentrallBaf Liberia at end-December 2009
was US$226 million, compared with US$49.4 millidread of 2008, reflecting in part
the allocation of Special Drawing Rights (SDR) hg tnternational Monetary Fund. You
may recall that when this Government came to potlkerCentral Bank’s reserves stood
at around US$5 million. We now have banking sesvioed counties and will continue

on this path until all of our counties have acdedsanking services. Inflation has been
kept under control to an average annual 9.7 pear@mhexchange rate depreciation at 7.1
percent — a level comparable to our regional neghb

Our Government has negotiated the lifting of lotepding sanctions on our timber and
diamond exports, allowing operations in these tec@'s to resume. Food production,
particularly rice, cassava and other staples, iagased significantly all over the
country. Reliable data is still being collectedwewer, preliminary figures show rice
production of 200,000 metric tons, a 30 percentgase over previous periods. For the
first time, the World Food Program is buying ricerh our farmers to support the Lunch
Feeding program. Our policy goal in the sectooigelvitalize operations and activities
that contribute to sustainable growth and develaynte provide food security and
nutrition; and to increase farmers’ employment asredme; thereby measurably reducing
poverty.

New investment valued at over US$10 billion wilbpide the basis for operations in
mining, agriculture, and forestry. This includeaagvation of the Yekepa and Bong
Mining operations in Nimba and Bong Counties arel@®@uthrie and Cavalla agricultural
operations in Bomi and Maryland Counties. Similpei@tions will touch every County
within the next two years.

Our oil exploration program is well advanced witlpport from Norway for a regional
program of collaboration with Sierra Leone, ance#fort underway to extend our
territorial waters from 200 to 250 miles therebyrsiicantly increasing our scope of oil
exploration.

We continue to be concerned about the delay ifothethat are to be created from the
opening of our concessions and we try to find tieams to address this issue. Thus, with
support of US$40,000 from the Lebanese Culturabb@ind US$25,000 from the Indian
community and a total of US$231,000 from severalipicorporations and institutions,
we commenced, during the holiday season, a protpameate 8,000 jobs over the next 6
months. The Ministries of Labor, Public Works, Yloaind Sports together with the
Monrovia City Corporation are implementing this gram, focusing on the youth. We
expect that by the end of this period, jobs willdvailable in Bomi and Bong and
Gbarpolu and Cape Mount and Nimba and Grand Bass&eand Gedeh.

Pillar Ill: Governance and the Rule of Law

Reforms under our Governance and the Rule of LdkarRire beginning to take effect.
During the start of this Administration in 2006, aetivated the Governance Economic
Management Assistance Program (GEMAP) which magigraficant contribution to our
program of financial management, and which is eaglocess of being completed.



Beyond this the Governance Commission has looketail at opportunities for us to
devolve power from the centre to the counties,\w@adcre now researching the
constitutional changes needed to turn this reform rieality.

We have also improved the conditions of Governmmarkers. Compensation of the
lowest paid Civil Servant has been increased fra&$15 to US$80 dollars, and
payments to all public servants are made reguéarti/on time. A new performance-
based salary structure has been concluded for mgi&ation in the next fiscal year.
Furthermore, even our lowest paid teachers andisgpersonnel receive US$100 per
month. Although infrastructure development will tane as a first priority, we will
ensure that increase in budgeting allocation fosqenel services will be directed at this
category of public servants. Civil servants in Mmantado, Nimba, Grand Bassa and
Margibi, are now being paid directly to their baatcounts held at commercial banks and
in February this year, civil servants in 5 addiiboounties — Lofa, Grand Gedeh, Bong,
Cape Mount and Maryland — will be added to thedlideposit scheme. A new biometric
system is to be introduced in the next fiscal yeiirensure a clean list of civil servants.

We have encouraged competition by opening the nef&estrategic commodities such
as rice and cement and witnessed sharp reductiomnces as a result. Rice sold at US$35
a year ago is now down to US$25, and the priceenfent has been cut in almost half
from US$16 to about US$8.50. We are pleased tbarne now qualified to export to the
United States under the African Growth and Oppaotyuict program, and we have
achieved threshold status under the Millennium [éhgk Corporation. As a result, we
will be able to export our Liberian products to wends across the globe while
expanding our access to significant increase ireldgwment aid.

Honorable Legislators, | want you to note that \eeéehprioritized increased
compensation and overall better working conditifimghe Legislature and Judiciary
above our own, including renovation and the comsion of new facilities. The
Executive Mansion is still in need of major renawat

A General Auditing Commission capacitated by exdesupport and an Anti-Corruption
Commission are allowed to operate independenttiierfight against corruption. We
joined the Extractive Industry Transparency Ini@t(EITI), extending coverage to the
forestry sector and became the first African coptdrbe fully compliant under the
scheme. These key initiatives demonstrate my Adstiattion’s unwavering commitment
to fighting corruption. Today, our public institatis are audited and the findings
published and available to the public. The Jusdaastry has already begun to review
these reports to determine appropriate action dwefuprosecution. Direct deposits into
bank accounts of civil servants, officials and bess entities will provide another
effective measure against corruption.

Freedom of the Press reigns supreme, regrettaityetsmes without responsibility and
concern for the good of our country.

There are no political prisoners and no represagainst the exercise of political rights
and expression. No political opposition has beeoed into exile.

Pillar IV: Infrastructure and Basic Services
Under our Infrastructure and Basic Services Pilla,are rebuilding our nation.
Destroyed infrastructure is being restored. We Hmaeeght lights and water and basic



sanitation service to most parts of the Capitay €it the first time in 14 years and we
have extended a small measure of these serviteee® counties other than
Montserrado.

Roads and bridges, hospitals and schools, climdgpéaygrounds, and other public
buildings are being constructed, renovated or regahroughout the country. The
ELWA Junction to RIA is completed and Cotton TredBbkay Town is under
construction as we move toward full pavement toluwman in the next dry season. Red
Light to Ganta and onward to the Guinea bordendeu the design and the bidding to
determine appropriate contractors will soon belylanrovia streets are being paved, the
Vai Town Bridge is under construction and a newcistion Creek Bridge to Caldwell
will start by end year. The Medina to Robertspadolyahn to Todee, Zorzor to Yealla all
permit smooth travel. Several neighborhood roa8&B Boulevard, Rehab, Matadi,
Jamaica, Old Road, A.B. Tolbert have been rehat®lit from laterite to chip seal.

We plan by 2011 to build, rehabilitate or maintaik87 miles of primary and secondary
roads, 130 miles of feeder roads, 61 miles of rieaghood roads in Montserrado and
install 27 bridges. This will include Pleebo to Blayville, Fishtown to Harper, Zwedru
to Greenville, Gbarnga to Foya, to be added tatigbing Rivercess to Greenville road.
Administrative buildings have been constructedemowrated in all 15 counties and 10
peace huts constructed in 4 counties aiming attaosigon of a total 33 in all counties.
Citizens from communities along the path to BeNaltla enjoy vehicle traffic for the

first time in their lives as we move to turn Bellghlla from a place of horror to a place
of hope. The two-hour walk that others and | enjogie we headed to spend Christmas
there, motivates me toward the achievement ofdahjsctive. The Maritime Institute with
renovation 90 percent completed will open in a feanths after several years of closure
to train our people for employment on Liberian stgied vessels.

Enrollment in primary schools throughout the coumr605,000 compared to 540,000 in
2008, representing an increase of 11 percent. $acpischool enroliment is 183,000
compared to 158,000 in 2008, an increase of 14eper€or the first time, subsidy has
been provided to private schools which have couteit to this enrollment performance.

The University of Liberia is undergoing positiveaciye and is preparing to move into the
newly constructed facilities at the Fendell Cam@use Tubman Technical College in
Harper, renamed Tubman University, has reopenatbitss for the first time in about 15
years, now has over 300 students in 4 Collegescaienend Dr. Emmet Dennis and Dr.
Elizabeth Davis Russell for leaving their high-leaad well-paid jobs at prestigious U.S.
Universities to return home and render sacrifiselices that will have a significant
impact on the young people of this country as {hrepare for a bright future.

Community colleges under construction or renovatio@rand Bassa and Nimba are also
expected to become operational this year. The &ageing unfinished structures for the
Sinje Technical College are now under construdiiobe integrated into the University

of Liberia system with private donations of over&1Snmillion sourced through my own
personal initiative. Our teacher training and tosés at Kakata and Zorzor have
graduated the first class of over 500 teachers edgtttinuing support from an increased
level of Peace Corps volunteers. We have provided 0S$400,000 in subsidy to 20
private institutions.



The Telewoyan Hospital in Voinjama has been rerexyand is operational. The referral
hospital in Tappita is under construction. The JBhKennedy Hospital, with renovated
facilities and new equipment in Monrovia, is movnagidly towards regaining its status
as a quality referral medical center. Professionalntary service rendered through the
HEARTT program ensures the availability of doctgesr round.

Our country’s health is of primary importance bessmwithout a healthy population, we
cannot do the work that needs to be done to ‘lifekia’. we have made significant
progress in this regard: the prevalence rates tdmaacholera and anemia have been
reduced in children by 25 percent, 90 percent &nhpe3cent, respectively. We conducted
an unprecedented nationwide immunization agairlkivwdever in which 90 percent of
our population participated. We have also increasedice delivery of important life-
saving anti-retrovirals to Liberians living with ¥l

A 10 MW generator to be installed this year wilingy electricity to most of Monrovia,
and solar lights and mini hydro power under oualefectrification program will bring
service to several of our counties. Plans are wvaleto mobilize resources for the
rehabilitation of the Mount Coffee hydro plant wiis the most cost efficient means of
providing affordable electricity to the people. Wiasupply to Monrovia will increase by
16 percent and Voinjama, Robertsport, and Sanrigweil join Kakata and Gbarnga
and Zwedru whose citizens now benefit from watanittion facilities, woefully

lacking, will be a focus of our Water and Sanitatmans over the next two years.

Albeit still underdeveloped, a public bus transgsantvice is operating in Monrovia and
beyond. As a result of our growing confidence, iagte housing boom is underway in all
counties, particularly Montserrado.

The Freeport of Monrovia has, for the first timebigears, become ISPS compliant and
negotiations with private entities are nearing clatipn for management support and
renovation of facilities. This reform will transforour economy — lowering prices and
expanding trade. Furthermore, Roberts Internatiéirglort is also being renovated, and,
as a result, choices of international destinatlange increased. For example, a new route
to Addis Ababa has recently opened through Ethiopiavays. The airport’s new
direction has steadily increased with prospectesfiming trans-Atlantic flights. Direct
flights to the United States by Delta Airlines shibstart around mid-year as RIA meets
ICAO security requirements.

With private funding in the order of US$10 milliomobilized through personal effort, we
have constructed or renovated markets, built vegltslatrines, extended scholarships to
over 5000 young girls and literacy training to )58 our market women. Special
programs have enabled us to use specialized profiesskills of Liberians from home

or repatriated from abroad.

We continue to benefit from strong partnershipslatéral, multilateral, foundation,
private sector and non-governmental organizationfie-support our development work
with annual funding on the order of US$534 millidiventy-five diplomatic missions
are resident, up from 15 in 2006, and 35 non-resgiédave presented their credentials,
up from 15 in 2006.

Internationally, we have moved from the statusrobatcast on the international stage to
one of the leading countries representing Afridanmationally. It is no accident that



when | was in New York for the UN’s General Asseynibl September that Liberia was
singled out as one of the nations to speak at d@imgeleetween the nations of Africa and
President Barack Obama. Just five years ago, whidd@ve thought that that was
possible? We are a small country, but our influaeg@rowing and can also be seen
through the large number of esteemed internatiaisabrs that call on us last year.
Presidents Wade of Senegal, Kagame of Rwanda, Mbasd=quatorial Guinea,
Pohamba of Namibia, Hilary Clinton, ECOWAS Presidkn Chambas, Security
Council delegation headed by U.S. Ambassador Sega) Indian Foreign Minister
Shashi Tharoor, Africa Command General Richard \dsden Clark of UNDP and
Nigeria’s First Lady Hajiya Dr. Turai Umaru Yar' Adu

We are proud to say that we have excellent relakigns with all of our neighboring
countries and with all other African countries aslwWe continue to play a meaningful
role in regional and international institutions¢lsas our leading role with our neighbors
in the Mano River Union. Most recently, this Govwaent is playing an active role in
paving the way for democratic change in Guineaamsdting the potential for increased
regional conflict.

Thank you, Dear Colleagues, for the significant gau have played in this achievement.
Much more has to be done, no doubt, given the naed®xpectations of our people.
Every county, every district, every city, every aaomity demands and desires roads and
schools and clinics and lights and water. Togetemust try to meet these needs;
together we must consult and convince them ondékties of the possible.

Honorable Legislators, let me now address threigsdpat will be defining to the future
of this country. First, the issue of transparenay accountability. This is a societal
problem which we must all work to address. Thewgation which we face is long-
standing in our nation’s history, exacerbated leyrtent years of deprivation in which
citizens were left to fend for themselves, to suevby any means possible. It is a value
system turned upside down by the conscious desiruef institutions and systems that
uphold the dignity of labor and honesty. When #asninistration took office, and
declared corruption Public Enemy Number One, wenkiiat it would require several
measures, some unprecedented, to set the counting sight course. We knew we had to
improve compensation levels and introduce finanoiahagement systems to minimize
vulnerabilities. We knew that we had to ensureaagparent budget and financial
reporting process with the Legislature and the iputercising their specific roles. We
knew that we had to restructure the Civil Serviod astablish proper internal auditing
systems. We knew that we had to punish violatote@fpublic trust through legal action.
We did most of these things. We introduced othesisuees aimed at enhancing national
integrity. This includes strengthening the Publiod@rement and Concessions
Commission, supporting and strengthening the Garerea Commission, and
reorganizing the General Auditing Commission.

We established the Anti-Corruption Commission. kéftéd a Code of Conduct to
govern the behavior and action of public servamts;eedom of Information Act, and a
Corruption Offenses Act which are still before y@e have required Officials in the
Executive to declare their assets and issued acufixe Order to protect
Whistleblowers. This Government — your Governmehas had the courage to confront



this evil through all of these measures. We halevald all citizens and the media and
the institutional pillars of integrity to exposeitinout restraint, violation of the public
trust.

We know that more needs to be done particularthénareas of punishment under the
rule of law. This is the step we must now climbisTis the deliverable for our justice
system. There is also a step that | must climbratept the reputation of hard work and
honesty that | have built over 40 years of develephwork at home and abroad. Without
prejudice to their rights of being innocent untibpen guilty, | must act against those,
including the ones close to me, whose malpractieee put my credibility and the
credibility of the country at risk. | must also against those in the media and elsewhere
who carelessly try to bring our country to shameraficiously and falsely accusing
citizens and institutions only for political relexae or commercial gain.

The second issue relates to the report of the TamthReconciliation Commission.
Substantial local and international resources wg&peended and significant man-hours of
the highest caliber of people from within Liberadafrom foreign parts were invested
into producing the TRC Report. While one may natagyith all of the findings and
recommendations resulting from the report, thereisloubt that it dissects and analyzes
our problems and makes meaningful recommendatmmfié healing, reconciliation,
restoration, peace, prosperity and progress ohation. It is therefore important that we
carefully digest the Report and make a consciotisma determination to move ahead
cautiously and strategically in the implementaidnhe recommendations.

One thing must be made clear, however, as we strivaederstand the contents and
objectives of the Report. Like you, | took an ottlilefend, protect and uphold the
Constitution and laws of the Republic of Liberiaisltherefore incumbent upon us all to
uphold that oath.

That said, | recognize that the TRC Report makesraégeneralized recommendations,
to include: (i) Extraordinary Criminal Tribunalj)(Domestic Criminal Sanctions; (iii)
Public Sanctions; (iv) National “Palaver Hut” Pragrs; (v) Economic Crimes
Investigations and Prosecutions; (vi) Reparatfem; and others.

Recommendations which relate to criminal tribugahminal sanctions and public
sanctions and economic crimes and investigaticange been the subject of great debate
since the TRC Report was made public. To deal thit) | will propose amendments to
the Independent National Human Rights CommissiNiHRC) Act of 2005 to enable
that body to seize itself of those aspects of tRE Report, and to work in collaboration
with the Ministry of Justice to determine thoseamenendations that are implementable
or enforceable under the Constitution and lawsibétia. | also urge urgent Senate
confirmation of those persons nominated to sergdMtHCR as Commissioners in order
that they may start their work.

| welcome the recommendations on national “Pal&itdl’ programs and reparation as
true measures for reconciliation and | am committediorking with your Honorable
Body to determine the processes and identify theurees for their implementation. |
suggest that we start this process immediately.



| also welcome the recommendations regarding therian Diaspora which appear to be
feasible and do not infringe on any constitutiamgtht of the individual, that Liberians,
their relatives and offspring who migrated to fgreparts on account of the civil crisis or
who migrated to foreign parts prior to the civilmat remained in foreign parts on
account of the civil crisis and in other instanhasd to acquire foreign nationalities
should benefit from dispensation of maintainingrtfi@eign nationalities without
forfeiting their Liberian citizenship. | am prepdr® work with you, Honorable
Legislators, to give these citizens the opportutatiive in and work for their country
once again.

The third issue relates to County Development FuAds/ou know, Honorable
Legislators, it is this Government which, for tiwstftime in the history of our country,
makes budgetary appropriations and allocationsobge&ssionaires for direct payment to
counties to support development priorities as datezd by the people of the counties
themselves. As a result of this policy, over US##ion has been directed to the
counties which includes Government direct apprajomnaof US$12.5 million, Mittal

Steel, US$9 million, and others, US$900,000. Inrapipg such budgetary
appropriations, you gave yourselves as Legislatorsle in determining the development
priorities. We welcomed this role for you as repréatives of the people.

However, | hope that you will agree with me tha tmplementation of this program has
fallen far short of our expectations and that trecpdures must change. While we
endorse your continuing role in the selection okthrepresentatives of the citizens of the
county who will determine development priorities believe that the success of the
program will be more rewarding if management ofdegelopment process such as
procurement and financing is left to the ExecuBvanch to be handled directly and
solely through the office of Superintendents arieptocal Government officials. This
way, | can hold my officials responsible for implenting these programs in accordance
with established laws and procedures. You, in taan, hold the Executive accountable
through your constitutional oversight role to ermstirat funds are used properly and
strictly for the purpose intended. We are seekisgralar change in the guidelines
governing the management of Social Development &ohthe Concessionaires so that
these procedures apply to all funds allocated tliréa the counties.

Honorable Legislators, | have come today not oolgddress the distinguished men and
women of this August Body, but to speak frankly directly to our fellow citizens who
sent us here to work on their behalf.

| know that for many Liberians listening right notle lack of a job or little or no income
is a concern that rises above all other issuesrightly so. If you haven't been
personally affected by this situation, you probabtpw someone who has. You don't
need to hear another list of statistics to know W& have a lot to do, because you live it
every day. | feel your pain as your Presidens. tii'e worry | wake up with every
morning, the burden that | bear as | work more thwagive hours a day. It is the source of
many sleepless nights. It's the jobs you wish ygmrernment had created by now when
we announced all those concession agreementsabetiot done so due to a delays in
planned investments. It is the business you stamedbuilt your dreams upon that’'s now



hanging by a thread. It is the school fees for yahildren that you had to use to feed the
family.

Yet, if we are honest with ourselves, we will adthdt for too long, we have not always
met our responsibilities — as a government or @sogple. | say this not to lay blame or
look backwards, but because it is only by undeditapnhow we arrived at this moment
that we will be able to lift ourselves out of tipiiedicament into a better and bright future
for our children and grandchildren.

The fact is that our country did not fall into tlsisuation overnight. Nor did all of our
problems begin with the global economic crisis. Ndge known for decades, since the
beginning of our nation, that our institutions wesdremely weak; that our survival
depended on our own endeavor.

In other words, we have lived through an era wheoeoften, short-term gains were
prized over long-term prosperity; where we failedaok beyond the next payment, the
next quarter, or the next year. We have too mengd put personal interest above
national interest.

But while our economy may be feeling the pinchha global economic crisis and your
confidence may be a bit shaken, today | want elkdrgrian to know this. We have come
a long way in rebuilding our country. We are reaaowg and the trajectory for our long
term growth and development is strong and souhdvé recounted for you the progress
we have made in the relatively short period of fgemrs and | know that Liberia will
emerge stronger in the next four.

The weight of rebuilding our country and the desbihour nation rest with us all. The
answers to our problems do not lie beyond our reddtey exist in our homes, schools,
religious and traditional institutions and univées; in our farms and mines; in the
imagination of our business people who are takiregrisk to invest their money, in the
pride of the people, the most resilient people anheby virtue of what we have been
through as a nation. What is required now is foofaus to pull together as one, to
confront the challenges we face, and take respiitysifior our shared future.

Our challenge — and my focus — has been nothirsgthes) removing the economic and
social burdens of a generation of misrule. Butalize that this is only the beginning, that
we have a long way to go. Now is the time to adtllyaand wisely — not only to rebuild
our economy together, but to build a new foundattnasting prosperity for all
Liberians. Now is the time for all to work and neakontribution to propel the economy
and to create jobs for our people, particularlyybeth. Now is the time to reconcile our
country by reaching across to all those who disagrnéh us on how best to advance the
rebuilding of our country. Now is the time to prdeiyour answers, your prescriptions,
your contributions to the development of our natdfe want to hear from, we want to
reach out to all of those who feel that they havebenefited from our success.

The foundation in place, we are poised to accederat development over the next two
years. We pledge to build more roads and bridgesptnect areas that have been
deprived of such facilities; to strengthen our edion and health systems; to get more of



our children in schools; to improve the qualitysehools to that of other West African
countries; to prioritize throughout the countryiagiture so that we can feed ourselves
and produce the surplus for export; to increasedtaries of civil servants, of teachers
and nurses, of security personnel and pensioressilve the serious sanitation problem
in our Capital City making Monrovia a city of whiete can be proud.

| have spent the past four years, sometimes taagkect of family and friends building
the foundations upon which our economic recoved/@ur future prosperity will be
based. | have carried the big load and | have aedepe responsibility when we have
not reached our goals. You have acknowledged tithtiaderstood my position. You
have been there with me. You have been there wath m

| know from whence we came yesterday. | know wivegeare today; | know where we
ought to be tomorrow and | know how we will getréhe

Therefore, however | act, whatever | do, it willfloe you. And so it is for these reasons
and to bring to an end all speculations, that | @onvounce to you and to the thousands
of supporters in radio land and abroad that | bélla candidate, a formidable candidate,
in the 2011 elections. Let us travel the reshif toad together knowing that the God
who brought us this far will not leave us.

| thank you.



